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TECHNOLOGY – WITH OR WITHOUT?

Although the age of technology is upon us, teachers still need the basic skills of doing without it when faced with the unpredictable.  Ideas for presentations and motivating communicative activities will be demonstrated as well as ideas for using technology (when available) in class and for their own professional development. 

Some notes from the seminar and some additional ideas.

The activity list & samples listed can be used with many different types of materials and texts. They do not necessarily need to be photocopied or specially prepared but can be always stored in your 'Activity Kit'.
All the activities which follow can enrich and supplement your coursebook or any other material you wish to use and can be written up on the board or on large or small strips of paper. 

Magazine pictures can also be of great help with some of the activities or just use a quick sketch (done by you or one of your more artistic students) 

SOME ACTIVITIES FROM THE PRESENTATION

1. Elicitation and brainstorming in order to present/practise a new structure (or to revise one or more structures) 

a. Elicit situation 

b. Brainstorm ideas 

c. Teacher presents target language (marker sentence or short exchange) 

d. Get Students to use their own ideas for controlled and freer oral practice

Example

Board drawing of three gloomy prisoners behind bars. Students name characters, e.g. Bob, Jim and Harry. 
a. Elicitation Questions

· Why are they behind bars?

· What did they do wrong? (elicit bank robbery?

· Are they still friends?

· Why are they angry with each other? 

· Did they make any mistakes? 
· Can they do anything about it now?

· Can they change the situation?
b. Brainstorming

· In pairs/groups write down some of the bank robbers mistakes. Also remember to write the result of their mistake. Use two columns (board and make notes as in the example)
	MISTAKES
	RESULTS

	e.g. Bob forgot to wear a mask
	e.g. police recognised him




c. Teacher presentation 
“So, if Bob hadn’t forgotten to wear his mask, the police wouldn’t have recognised him”
or 

Harry: “You are so stupid, Bob! If you hadn’t forgotten to wear your mask, the police wouldn’t have recognised you!”

(stage for checking concepts in third conditional as well as the language function)
d. Controlled and freer oral practice
Teacher invites students to practice using their own ideas as prompts

Then leads them to act out the whole dialogue in groups taking the roles of the different prisoners and to prepare to present it to the rest of the class. 
2. Ideas for further practice or improvisation using specific vocabulary or lines of dialogue

b. Improvisation of story or conversation using “hidden words” or “hidden pictures”

The teacher gives out five words or five pictures to each pair/group and asks them to prepare a mini story (40 or 50 words maximum) using ALL their words. 

At the end of time, each pair/group reads out their story to the class. The other groups must guess which words were on the secret words card the teacher gave to that group. 

Group with highest number of guesses wins

VARIATION – the students are asked to create a conversation (for guidelines, see next activity)

c. Party lines 

The teacher gives a slip of paper with a small line or phrase of dialogue (e.g. “God, you might have told me he was coming as well!”) 
Students in pairs or groups are instructed to create a mini-skit in which one of the characters uses this phrase in a natural and correct way. 

To do this, each group must decide on their scenario (the people, the place, the situation, the time and the topic of the conversation)

A time limit is given and students prepare their lines. 

At the end of time, they act out their mini sketch and the rest of the class listens and guesses which line was their ‘party line’

SOME ADDITIONAL IDEAS NOT PRESENTED IN THE SEMINAR
A. LEAD IN TASKS (to text, dialogue, and topic) – these are essential to prepare and motivate learners as well as give them a reason to read or listen purposefully. 
1. Discussion Questions or True & False statements 
2. Word & phrase lists to encourage guesswork about the content of reading or listening text 
3. Quotes (2-4) on the board to invite guesswork and anticipation about the content and the vocabulary in  a text
4. Headline/sounds/pictures to get Ss to write their own questions in groups before they hear or read.
5. Looking at picture/title/other clue, Ss write some lines of dialogue which they then roleplay-then listen to the one on tape
    B. MAIN ACTIVITY /COMPREHENSION:     'All-purpose' charts  
1. All purpose listening chart (gist listening) 
	
	DIALOGUE 1
	DIALOGUE 2

	WHERE 
	
	

	WHEN
	
	

	HOW MANY SPEAKERS
	
	

	AGE, SEX, NATIONALITY? 
	
	

	ROLE OR JOB?
	
	

	SPEAKERS' RELATIONSHIP
	
	

	WHAT ABOUT
	
	


2. Who said what? What are they talking about?
   E.g. The conversation you are about to hear is between husband and wife. Which one do you think said each line below? 
	
	She
	He

	You should have told me earlier! I could have fixed something different. 
	
	

	Oh! What’s come over you?
	
	

	Never mind now. Do whatever you can.
	
	

	………….
	
	

	……………..
	
	

	………..
	
	




* write as many lines as you feel is appropriate for each level and dialogue

3. Who did what?
  The same idea as above, only this time you write actions in the grid instead of verb phrases. 

4. Allstory Frame – very useful if you have to get students to read a narrative – this is even good for whole book or class reader
	
	Event?
	Who?
	Where?
	What about?

	1
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	


5. Read/Listen with an 'attitude" or 'in role'
Ss are asked to read listen as doctors, historians, as if they in a bad mood, in love… and take the 
6. Guess the meaning of these words 

C.  EASY FOLLOW UPS
1. Act out an interview (after an article)
2. Take the opposite side (with any spoken/written text which takes sides on an issue)
3. Write a questionnaire for a survey on the topic
4. Continue the text/dialogue - write another paragraph, improvise the start/end/change the ending…
5. Ss in groups evaluate course book exercises, especially on different grammar/vocabulary  areas and write some advice to coursebook writers about how they could best help them!
6. Re-read and then rewrite the whole or parts of a text to make it more interesting, funnier
7. Same with a listening - make 5 changes to make it wittier, sillier, more or less serious
8. Look at an exercise and turn it into complete nonsense!
9. Write 10 comprehension questions which NO ONE could answer. Give yours to another group and read theirs!
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